


Mother Road Trio
 On Route 66

A compilation of tunes with 
a deep sense of Americana, 
pulling together Blues, Swing, 
Gypsy Jazz, and Soul. Songs 
include themes about the road, 
the ups and downs of love  
and relationships.

Track Listings 

Get your kicks on Route 66 - Bobby Troup
You want me more than I want you - Czarnecki, McRae, Shiner
Black Wida - Larry Czarnecki
First Class hurricane - Mike Shiner
It ain’t right - Little Walter
Woman done stole my soul - Larry Czarnecki
With the one I love - Mike Shiner
What used to be you - Larry Czarnecki
What my baby likes - Mike Shiner
Highway 89 - Czarnecki, McRae, Shiner

Get your kicks on Rt 66 with the Mother Road Trio

Passing through 8 states, and stretching from Chicago to Los Angeles, the superslab of wigwam 
dreams, neon empires, giant plastic dinosaurs and American Pie carries on. The Mother Road Trio 
embodies the quirky and free-wheeling spirit of this mighty highway. Mother Road Trio’s style is as 
diverse as Rt. 66 itself, with offerings of rhythm and blues, original ballads, mowtown, swing, jazz 
standards, and good old rock n’ roll. 

Sure to please crowds from Budapest to Barstow, Mother Road Trio is: 

Larry Czarnecki, Guitar and Vocals - Larry is no stranger to the Mother Road, starting out in the 
explosive music scene in Chicago, then careening off to LA, and eventually landing in Flagstaff, AZ 
— taking the RT. 66 town by storm. Larry’s virtuoso guitar playing drives the trio’s infectious rhythm 
with precision and panache. Larry has cultivated a unique blend of bluesy licks and tricks thrilling 
crowds with his impressive playing and singing.

Sam McRae (Sammy Mac), Harmonica and Vocals: Rockin’, rollin’, and reelin’ a crazy stream of notes 
on the magic blow harp, Sammy Mac is top dog on harmonica, with a genuinely soulful voice, and 
the ability to get a crowd up on their feet begging for more. A quick-witted showman, Sammy has 
been a Blues Ambassador in the Southwest for over 20 years, pleasing audiences far and wide with his 
engaging stage presence.

Mike Shiner, Upright Bass and Vocals: Upright Bass bombadier and vocal powerhouse, Mike is 
classically trained in Full Soul, breaking hearts and taking names with his seismic vocals and charm. 
With a degree from Berklee College of Music, Mike holds down the bottom, and brings both swagger 
and academic polish to this dynamic trio. 
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his love for the genre, and was a springboard 
for what the Mother Road Trio would 
become and the sound they would soon 
return to local stages.   

SHOW READY
There’s nothing short of a clear sense that 

these guys love to perform together and are 
beyond ready and excited to put on the release 
show for their debut album On Route 66—which 
has been a long time coming. 

Last fall, after gelling as one for the better 
part of two years and crafting a handful of 
original tunes, the trio finally stepped into 
Tempest Studios down south in Tempe. Over 
the course of four recording sessions and 
countless hours, the trio compiled a 10-track 
album complete with eight original songs and 
two covers, one of which, Bobby Troup’s classic 
tune “Get Your Kicks on Route 66,” starts off 
the album by paying homage to the very road 
that lends the group its name. From there, the 
guys say the songs just came out. Thematically, 
they touch on the ups and downs of love and 
relationships to family and community to 
traveling the road itself, with all of the guys’ 
respective musical styles woven throughout.            

“I think we were really looking to stretch 
out the styles on the CD,” Shiner says. “You 
know, this isn’t a country western ... This isn’t 
a rock ‘n’ roll ... This isn’t a 
bluegrass ... This isn’t a blues 
CD. I mean, there’s not one 
thing you can nail down. So it 
stretched out quite a ways.” 

As for the Mother Road 
Trio in the flesh, the live 
setting is truly the way to hear 
them. Tight and full of shared 
harmonies and vocals, they stay 
true to the instrumentation, 
capturing the love for their 
respected styles of music and 
that of the highway that runs 
deep within their sound.     

“I think we pretty much 
caught what we do live on the 
CD, which is really what we 
wanted to do,” Czarnecki says. 

On Saturday night, 
the trio will perform their 
biggest show to date at the 
Coconino Center for the Arts, 
which will see the stage in 
the intimate listening room 
transformed, with a 20-foot 
backdrop designed by Shiner’s 
wife and local artist Jocelyne 

Champagne Shiner, depicting Chicago to L.A., 
as well as lit-up highway signs, hub caps and 
other items reminiscent of the iconic highway. 
The evening set will feature songs from the 
album, in addition to five new, unheard tracks, 
and all-acoustic, amp-free tunes that will 
allow the band to interact with the crowd.  

Each member will also have their own 
hat rack, and will switch out hats between 
songs, something the guys say was naturally 
instituted into their performances if for no 
other reason than for their love of hats. 

“Every show we have hats that are 
different. So the style of what we do and what 
we play and what we wear, you know, it’s all part 
of it. We like to have fun with it,” Shiner says. 

And as Shiner continues: When it comes 
to the hats, like the music, he says, “It’s really 
about having a good time and enjoying the 
people out there.”

Join the Mother Road Trio on Sat, Oct. 1 
during the CD release party and concert for their 
debut album, On Route 66, at the Coconino 
Center for the Arts, 2300 N. Fort Valley Road. 
Doors for the all-ages show open at 6:30 p.m. 
and the music starts at 7:30 p.m. Tickets are $10 
in advance and $15 the day of the show, and can 
be purchased at www.flagartscouncil.org or at the 
door on the night of the show. For more info, call 
779-2300 or visit www.motherroadtrio.com.  

Photo by Gilles Champagne.
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Visit our website motherroadtrio.com for upcoming shows.
Watch our videos on YouTube.
Listen to samples on CD Baby.

Email the band at motherroadtrio@motherroadtrio.com.
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ON ROUTE 66


